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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Department of Procurement and Contracting Services 
JAKE WILSON 

MAYOR 
     

To: Bidders of IFB 27-17 East Somerville Community School Façade Stabilization 

From: Thupten Chukhatsang, Senior Procurement Manager  

Date: 10/5/2026 

Re: Questions and Responses 
Appendix A: Attachments 
• 1) Revised FSB Joint Sealant form incorporating the line item for 500 lf of backer rod. 
• 2) Stone shop drawings as requested in the RFI. 
 

Addendum No. 1 to IFB 27-17 

** Failure to acknowledge this addendum may result in bid disqualification.** 

 

NAME OF COMPANY / INDIVIDUAL:  _________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE/FAX/EMAIL:______________________________________________________  

 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUAL:___________________________________ 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF ADDENDA: 

 

Addendum #1 _________  #2 __________ #3___________ #4 _________  
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Revised Filed Sub Bid Form 

Please replace the existing FSB Joint Sealant Form with the revised FSB Joint Sealant Form in 
Appendix A: Attachments. The revised FSB Joint Sealant Form incorporates the line item for 500 
lf of backer rod. 
 

Questions and Responses: 

1. Is the Contractor permitted to submit follow-up questions after the Addendum has been 

issued?  

ANS:  We would prefer not receiving more questions after the addendum. We expect all 

questions to be asked during the pre-bid site visit and in writing prior to the questions 

deadline so that we can keep the procurement schedule moving as time is always of the 

essence for such projects.  

  

2. Please confirm that no warranty obligation on behalf of the contractor shall extend for longer 

than 5 years.  

ANS (SGH): Confirmed. 

 

3. Please confirm that Article 15.3.1 applies only to defects arising out of workmanship 

warranty in the 2 years period. Additionally please confirm that maximum total warranty 

obligation including correction of defects and subsequent warranty will be limited to 4 years ( 

2 + 2 years).  

 ANS: No extended warranty coverages apply beyond Article 15.2. 

 

4. Please list any special project safety and operational requirements that the Contractor must 

incorporate into its bid to perform work in and around the entrances.  

ANS (SGH): Awarded contractor will need to provide a logistics plan and draft schedule to 

be shared with the school to review temporary entry closures. Coordinate temporary door 

closures with the City and school operations when work occurs within the immediate vicinity 

of a door. Provide signage at doors to direct pedestrian traffic.  

 

5. Please confirm that the payment and performance bond is limited to the duration of 

performance of work and warranty period is not to be included in P&P Bond.  

ANS: Bonds are associated with the base contract scope and not the warranty period   

 

6. If warranty period is to be covered under the P&P bond, please provide the number of years 

the contractor is expected to cover under P&P Bond.  

ANS: Please see response to question #5 

 

7. Please clarify how the contractors should address the damaged panels identified during the 

prebid.  

ANS (SGH): Notify the Engineer. The Engineer will coordinate removal of damaged panels 

with the City. 

8. Please provide the total linear footage of backer rod installation per face of the building 

required per Detail 3/S300.  
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ANS (SGH): Backer rod is not required at horizontal joints; the contractor shall adhere the 

sealant to the panel and the attachment angle as shown in Detail 2/S300. Backer rod may be 

required at some vertical joints; the existing plastic spacer between a majority of panels may 

be used in lieu of a backer rod. Refer to Addendum 1 of the Form for General Bid for a new 

line item describing an allowance for 500 lf of backer rod.  The Contractor shall record the 

length of backer rod used throughout the project and bill the final unit quantity at the bid unit 

price. 

 

9. Please confirm that weep vents are required at both bottom corners of each panel included in 

the project scope.  

ANS (SGH): Confirmed, refer to Specifications for weep material. 

 

10. Please identify the location of the laydown area on a plan for contractor's use. 

ANS:  Awarded contractor will need to provide a site logistics plan showing a proposed 

location for lay-down.  Space is available in areas by the loading dock area but would 

require approval by city DPW management. 
 

11. Please confirm whether electrical power will be made available for the Contractor’s use 

during construction at no cost to the contractor. 

ANS: Yes, electricity will be available for the awarded contractor, but contractor will needed 

to provide extension cords as needed 

  

12. Please confirm whether water service will be made available for the Contractor’s use during 

construction at no cost to the contractor.  

ANS:  Yes, water will be made available to the awarded contractor 

 

13. Please confirm if the permit fee is waived for the project.  

ANS:  Yes, permits fees are waived for city projects 

 

14. Please confirm whether the Contractor will be permitted to temporarily close one of the two 

main entrance doors at a time to facilitate completion of the Work.  

ANS:  Awarded contractor will need to provide a logistics plan and draft schedule to be 

shared with the school to review temporary entry closures 

 

15. Please confirm that no joint is wider than 2".  

ANS (SGH): Confirmed. 

 

16. If the joint is wider than 2" how should the contractor proceed with pricing as sealant 

installation in wider joints may not provide the intended result and the warranty may be 

compromised.  

ANS (SGH): Notify the Engineer.  

 

17. Please provide the existing shop drawings for the Gridworx panel system. 

ANS (SGH): Included in Appendix A. 

 

18. Please provide the manufacturer for the steel washers in Detail 4/S300. 

ANS (SGH): Sika Sarnaplates or approved equivalent. 

 

19. Please provide the thickness of the steel washers in Detail 4/S300. 

ANS (SGH): 26 gauge minimum. 
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Appendix A: Attachments  
1) Revised FSB Joint Sealant Form incorporating the line item for 500 lf of backer rod. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADDENDUM 1 
 

FORM FOR FILED SUB-BID 
Division 7 – Joint Sealants 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE 

IFB 27-17 

PHASE 1: TEMPORARY PANEL STABILIZATION 

EAST SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

FORM FOR FILED SUB-BID – DUE:  8 October 2026 – 3:00 PM ET 
 
 

A.  Pursuant to and in compliance with your Invitation to Bid relating thereto, the  

undersigned,            having 

visited the site, familiarized himself with the conditions present, and carefully examined the 

Contract Documents, together with all Addenda issued and received prior to closing time for 

receipt of Bids as prepared by the Architect, 

 

Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc. 

480 Totten Pond Road 

Waltham, MA  02451 

 

hereby offers and agrees to provide all labor and materials required for construction of 

 

DIVISION 7 – Joint Sealants 

Section 079200 

Phase 1: Temporary Panel Stabilization 

East Somerville Community School 

Somerville, MA 

 

to the satisfaction of the Owner and the Architect and in accordance with the accompanying 

Contract Documents with all addenda, for the Contract Price specified below, subject to 

additions and deductions according to the terms of the Contract Documents. 

 

B. This Bid includes Addenda numbered _____________________________________. 

 

C. The proposed Contract Price is:   

 
Sub-Trade 

Division / Name of Trade 
Name of Sub-Bidder Base Bid Amount (Total from items below) 

  $ 

 

Alternate Amount (deducted from Base Bid) 

$ 

 



The proposed Contract Prices for each item are as follows (see Basis of Payment for additional 

information and requirements for each item): 
 
Description Specification or 

Drawing 

Quantity Unit Price Bid Price 

Division 1     

1. Project Mobilization Divisions 

0 and 1 

1 ls – $   

2. Project General Requirements and All 

Work Indicated on the Contract Drawings 

and Specifications with the Exception of 

the Unit Price Items Listed Below 

Divisions 

0 and 1 

1 ls – $   

Division 7     

3. North Elevation, including Loading Dock: 

Install joint sealant at four sides of each 

typical panel at elevations noted on the 

Drawings. 

079200 8,000 lf $   $   

4. East Elevation: Install joint sealant at four 

sides of each typical panel at elevations 

noted on the Drawings. 

079200 2,000 lf $   $   

5. West Elevation, including Main Entrance: 

Install joint sealant at four sides of each 

typical panel at elevations noted on the 

Drawings.  

079200 5,500 lf $   $   

6. Openings at All Elevations: Install 

galvanized steel washers fastened to the 

existing Gridworx track at panel corners 

adjacent to opening. 

079200 300 ea $   $   

7. Install backer rod at vertical joints where 

existing plastic spacer is missing. 

079200 500 lf $   $   

TOTAL    $   

 

Alternate 1: The reduction in cost to omit primer from the sealant installation. 

 

Reduction to the Base Bid: $______________ 

 

Should certain additional work be required, or should the quantities of certain classes of work be 

increased or decreased from those required by the Contract Documents, by authorization of the City, unit 

prices listed on the attached “Unit Price Form” (and listed above) shall at the option of the City be the 

basis of payment to the Contractor or credit to the City, for such increase or decrease in the work. The 

unit prices shall represent the exact net amount per unit to be paid to the Contractor (in the case of 

addition or increase) or to be refunded to the City (in the case of decrease). The unit prices shall remain 

firm regardless of variations between the estimated and actual quantities. The quantities appearing in the 

schedules in the Contract Documents are approximate only and are prepared for the comparison of bids. 

Contractually noted adjustments will be allowed for overhead, profit, insurance, or other direct or indirect 

expenses of the Contractor or Subcontractors. 
 

 



D.  The Basis for Payment is as follows: 

 

1. Measure joint sealant installation in linear feet. Price shall include cleaning and 

priming for all substrates to receive sealant and weep hole installation. 

2. Measure washer installation at panels adjacent to openings in items, one location 

being one item. Price shall include all accessories, anchorage, and hardware. 

E. This sub-bid 

 
    may be used by any General Bidder except: 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

     may only be used by the following General Bidders: 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

(To exclude general bidders, insert “X” in one box only and fill in blank following that box.  Do not answer 

E. if no general bidders are excluded.) 

 

F. The undersigned agrees that, if he is selected as a sub-bidder, he will, within five days, Saturdays, 

Sundays, and legal holidays excluded, after presentation of a subcontract by the general bidder 

selected as the general contractor, execute with such general bidder a subcontract in accordance 

with the terms of this sub-bid, and contingent upon the execution of the general contract, and, if 

requested so to do in the general bid by such general bidder, who shall pay the premiums therefore, 

furnish a performance and payment bond of a surety company qualified to do business under the 

laws of the Commonwealth and satisfactory to the awarding authority, in the full sum of the 

subcontract price. 

 
G. The names of all persons, firms and corporations furnishing to the undersigned labor or labor and 

materials for the class or classes or part thereof of work for which the provisions of the section of 

the specifications for this sub-trade require a listing in this paragraph, including the undersigned if 

customarily furnished by persons on his own payroll and in the absence of a contrary provision in 

the specifications, the name of each such class of work or part thereto and the bid price for such 

class of  work or part thereof are: 

 

    Name             Class of Work                Bid Price 

 ____________                                  _________________ 

 ____________                           _________________ 

 ____________                                  _________________ 

  

 [Do not give bid price for any class or part thereof furnished by undersigned.] 

 

 



H. The undersigned agrees that the above list of bids to the undersigned represents bona fide bids 

based on the herein before described plans, specifications and addenda and that, if the 

undersigned is awarded the contract, they will be used for the work indicated at the amounts 

stated, if satisfactory to the awarding authority. 

 

I. The undersigned further agrees to be bound to the general contractor by the terms of the 

hereinbefore described plans, specifications, including all general conditions stated therein, and 

addenda, and to assume toward him all the obligations and responsibilities that he, by those 

documents, assumes toward the owner. 

 

J. The undersigned offers the following information as evidence of his qualifications to perform the 

work as bid upon according to all the requirements of the plans and specification: 

 

1. Have been in business under present business name  years. 

2. Ever failed to complete any work awarded?      

3. List one or more recent buildings with names of the general contractor and architect on 

which you served as a subcontractor for work of similar character as required for the 

above named building. 

 

 Building Architect General Contractor Amount of Contract 

 

(a) 

 

                             

 

                              

 

                                 

 

                                 

 

(b) 

 

                              

 

                              

 

                                 

 

                                 

 

(c) 

 

                              

 

                              

 

                                 

 

                                 

 

4. Bank Reference          

 
K. The undersigned hereby certifies that he is able to furnish labor that can work in harmony with all 

other elements of labor employed or to be employed on the work; that all employees to be 

employed at the worksite will have successfully completed a course in construction safety and 

health approved by the United States Occupational Safety and Health Administration that is at 

least 10 hours in duration at the time the employee begins work and who shall furnish 

documentation of successful completion of said course with the first certified payroll report for 

each employee; and that it will comply fully with all laws and regulations applicable to awards 

made subject to Section 44A of Chapter 149 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 

 

L. The undersigned further certifies under penalties of perjury that this sub-bid is in all respects bona 

fide, fair and made without collusion or fraud with any other person.  As used in this subsection 

the word "person" shall mean any natural person, joint venture, partnership, corporation or other 

business or legal entity.   

 

M. The undersigned further certifies under penalty of perjury that the said undersigned is not 

presently debarred from doing public construction work in the commonwealth under the 

provisions of section twenty-nine F of chapter twenty-nine, or any other applicable debarment 

provisions of any other chapter of the General Law or any rule or regulation promulgated 

thereunder.  

 

 



N. CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE: 

The construction schedule shall be as listed in the Summary of Work.   

 

The work hours shall be as follows: Monday through Friday 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

In case the work embraced in this contract shall not have been completed due to failure of the 

Contractor to complete the work or any part of the work within the time specified, the Owner 

shall recover actual damages for every day beyond the final completion dates or revised 

completion dates as extended in accordance with any change orders.  

 

The Contractor shall start the work under this Contract on written notice from and on the date set 

by the Awarding Authority and continue to completion with all practical dispatch and regularity 

so that the entire project shall be completed in a timely fashion.    

 

 

Date:              

        (Name of Sub-Bidder) 
 

      Signed:       

 

 

  By:        

 (Name and Title of Person Signing Bid and 

Title) 
 

              

       (Business Address) 
 

              

       (City and State) 
 

 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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Appendix A: Attachments  
2) Stone shop drawings as requested in the RFI. 
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